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SUBCHAPTER C—CIVIL AVIATION SECURITY

PART 1540—CIVIL AVIATION 
SECURITY: GENERAL RULES

Subpart A—General

Sec.
1540.1 Applicability of this subchapter and 

this part. 
1540.3 Delegation of authority. 
1540.5 Terms used in this subchapter.

Subpart B—Responsibilities of Passengers 
and Other Individuals and Persons

1540.101 Applicability of this subpart. 
1540.103 Fraud and intentional falsification 

of records. 
1540.105 Security responsibilities of employ-

ees and other persons. 
1540.107 Submission to screening and inspec-

tion. 
1540.109 Prohibition against interference 

with screening personnel. 
1540.111 Carriage of weapons, explosives, 

and incendiaries by individuals. 
1540.113 Inspection of airman certificate.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 114, 5103, 40119, 44901–
44907, 44913–44914, 44916–44918, 44935–44936, 
44942, 46105.

SOURCE: 67 FR 8353, Feb. 22, 2002, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 1540.1 Applicability of this sub-
chapter and this part. 

This subchapter and this part apply 
to persons engaged in aviation-related 
activities.

§ 1540.3 Delegation of authority. 

(a) Where the Under Secretary is 
named in this subchapter as exercising 
authority over a function, the author-
ity is exercised by the Under Secretary 
or the Deputy Under Secretary, or any 
individual formally designated to act 
as the Under Secretary or the Deputy 
Under Secretary. 

(b) Where TSA or the designated offi-
cial is named in this subchapter as ex-
ercising authority over a function, the 
authority is exercised by the official 
designated by the Under Secretary to 
perform that function.

§ 1540.5 Terms used in this sub-
chapter. 

In addition to the terms in part 1500 
of this chapter, the following terms are 
used in this subchapter: 

Air operations area (AOA) means a 
portion of an airport, specified in the 
airport security program, in which se-
curity measures specified in this part 
are carried out. This area includes air-
craft movement areas, aircraft parking 
areas, loading ramps, and safety areas, 
for use by aircraft regulated under 49 
CFR part 1544 or 1546, and any adjacent 
areas (such as general aviation areas) 
that are not separated by adequate se-
curity systems, measures, or proce-
dures. This area does not include the 
secured area. 

Aircraft operator means a person who 
uses, causes to be used, or authorizes 
to be used an aircraft, with or without 
the right of legal control (as owner, 
lessee, or otherwise), for the purpose of 
air navigation including the piloting of 
aircraft, or on any part of the surface 
of an airport. In specific parts or sec-
tions of this subchapter, ‘‘aircraft oper-
ator’’ is used to refer to specific types 
of operators as described in those parts 
or sections. 

Airport operator means a person that 
operates an airport serving a aircraft 
operator or a foreign air carrier re-
quired to have a security program 
under part 1544 or 1546 of this chapter. 

Airport security program means a secu-
rity program approved by TSA under 
§ 1542.101 of this chapter. 

Airport tenant means any person, 
other than an aircraft operator or for-
eign air carrier that has a security pro-
gram under part 1544 or 1546 of this 
chapter, that has an agreement with 
the airport operator to conduct busi-
ness on airport property. 

Airport tenant security program means 
the agreement between the airport op-
erator and an airport tenant that 
specifies the measures by which the 
tenant will perform security functions, 
and approved by TSA, under § 1542.113 
of this chapter. 

Approved, unless used with reference 
to another person, means approved by 
TSA.
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